Laboratory tests for precise classification and genetic analysis of von Willebrand disease.
von Willebrand disease (vWD) is the most common inherited bleeding disorder, which is highly heterogeneous ranging from asymptomatic laboratory abnormality to a life threatening bleeding. The condition is caused by a quantitative or qualitative deficiency of von Willebrand factor (vWF). Since 1994 it has been classified into six subgroups based on evaluation of the vWF level and function. Correct classification of vWD is required for its optimal management. vWD is inherited as a dominant or recessive trait linked to the vWF gene. However, the inheritance of type 1 vWD is not always linked to the vWF gene and novel modifying genes are expected to play a significant role in the type 1 pathophysiology. Laboratory tests required for correct type classification and for genetic analysis have long been awaited in Czech Republic. The purpose of this report is to inform about discriminatory and genetic tests recently made available at the Institute of Haematology and Blood transfusion.